Acalculous acute cholecystitis in leukemia.
Acalculous acute cholecystitis (AAC) is a well-known complication in critically ill patients. However, there is no satisfactory data regarding this complication in leukemic patients. We reviewed the medical records of 426 patients with acute or chronic leukemia retrospectively to investigate the incidence, possible pathogenetic mechanisms, and clinical course of AAC in leukemia. Six cases of AAC were identified. The incidence was 1.65% (5/302) for acute leukemias. Three out of 6 patients underwent cholecystectomy, and two recovered completely. Percutaneous cholecystostomy was performed in another patient successfully. Careful histological examinations of the surgical specimens did not reveal any specific etiopathogenetic finding. However, clinical data suggested that infectious agents and visceral ischemia may contribute to the pathogenesis of AAC in leukemia.